
NASHVILLE UMC 
Offering Better Life Through Christ 

 Connecting Point - December 2018 

Dear Church Family,  

The Lord is moving me slowly back into ministry. This is a good place to begin. I 
have missed you, but have sensed your prayers and intercession. God has a word 
for us all at this time. He wants us to remember more than ever the main thing and 
that is love. We must intentionally move into and stay in the realm of love. Without 
love nothing works or matters.  

Love and Eternity go together. There is no heaven for us without love. How do we 
love, in a word? Do we love through action or provision? Maybe we love in service 
and fellowship. There are countless ways to love, but God’s way is ultimate. You 
see - He loved us so much that He pronounced His love in a cold limestone cave in 
the midst of smelly animals and filth. His love drew lowly shepherds from the 
bottom of society as well as those from afar seeking truth. God loved the poor 
shepherds that night as they gained acceptance in God’s family. The Wise Men 
discovered the greatest truth; that God is love. For God so loved the world that He 
gave the baby Jesus!  

God’s love is greater than anything. No matter what. If we leave His love out, we 
are leaving Him out. His love is greater than pain or loss, or need, or hurt, or 
whatever it might be - even stroke! God loves you this season as we run to and fro 
seeking more, for ourselves and others. Receive His love afresh and anew 
because His focus is you! The baby Jesus is given for you. Christmas is for you. 

Living this out means we have to love others. It doesn’t stop with us. God told 
Abraham that He had blest him so that he could bless others. God Has shown us 
His great love so that we can show forth His love to others, at church, Christmas 
parties, in fellowship, at work and at home. Jesus never leaves anyone out. He 
loves everybody, especially those is need. Don’t ever forget the shepherds. 
Because of His love, we will definitely have a Merry Christmas!!  

Grace and His peace,  
Pastor Ralph  



 

Children & Youth 
Youth PAC Christmas Events: Our Christmas party and ornament exchange will be 
on Sunday, Dec. 9 at 5pm. Bring an wrapped ornament and appetizer or dessert to 
share. On Sunday, Dec. 16, we’ll meet at the church at 2:30 to deliver gifts and sing 
carols to the residents at Hunter Hill Nursing Home. Then we’ll go shopping for our Angel 
Tree children and finish the night with gift wrapping and pizza in the Basement.  

Pathfinders' Christmas Party will be on the Dec. 9 from 4-7:30pm. We will take the 
buses to go shopping for our Angel Tree kids and come back for food, games, and a 
gift exchange. Come in a tacky Christmas sweater and bring a gift of $10 or less for the 
white elephant gift exchange!  

Children & Youth - Sunday Nights: We had a great autumn with our Sunday night 
programs. We will not meet on Dec. 2, but encourage everyone to attend the Children’s 
Play, Hanging of the Greens, and UMM Spaghetti Supper. Check your e-mails for the 
latest on Christmas parties. Watch for schedules as we start our winter session in 
January. 

Children & Youth Email Updates: The best way to stay updated on children and  
youth events is through the weekly email updates. To get on the distribution list,  
contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net (King’s Kids), ps1powell@embarqmail.net (Youth 
PAC), or kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net (Pathfinders).  

Pathfinders - Shine On! Invite a friend and join Kaitlyn on Wednesday mornings for 
breakfast and Bible study at the Sheetz on Old Carriage Rd. at 6:15am. 

Sunday School: Build lasting friendships and explore and learn strong Biblical  
teachings in Sunday School. High School meets in the Basement, Middle School meets 
upstairs in A201, and Children meet in the classrooms behind Braswell Hall at 10am. 

Join us Dec. 16 from 4-6pm for our 4th annual  
Gingerbread House Party! In partnership with  
Candy Cottage, you can purchase a reusable 
"gingerbread house” to keep. Cost per family is $10 
if you own a Candy Cottage and $30 if you need 
one. Reserve your spot online by Dec. 12 for a fun, 
family event for all ages! We'll supply the  
gingerbread house decorations, refreshments, and 
tons of Christmas cheer! And new this year, we’ll 
watch the Christmas movie, The Star, while we  
decorate!  

 

 

Gingerbread House Party 



 

Intentional Living 
Two weeks before Thanksgiving, our microwave stopped working. The timer kept time, 
the light and exhaust fan worked fine, but the heating element ceased to warm our 
food. A modern convenience, sure, but one we’d become accustomed to—especially 
as an on-the-go family of five. With the promise of Black Friday sales around the 
corner, we decided to wait until we found a good deal on a replacement. Smart 
financially, but practically it required quite the adjustment. (Hashtag 
#firstworldproblems) 

No longer could I reheat my morning cup of coffee three times before finishing it. No 
more warming up a quick meal for the kids, or zapping leftovers on the run. No… I had 
to retrain myself to become intentional with what we ate and drank over these two 
weeks. A bit inconvenient at first, but the change forced me to do some much-needed 
slowing down. Stopping to drink my coffee while it was still warm. Prepping food that 
could be heated and reheated easily using the resources I already had at my disposal: 
my stove, toaster oven, crockpot.  

When Black Friday came, we snagged a deal and replaced our microwave, but the 
exercise in intentionality caused me to do a bit of thinking about how intentional I am 
with other areas of my life. The Lord made it clear that I should be much more 
intentional in most every area. My marriage, parenting, mental and physical health, 
time, faith, ministry. Quite simply, I knew that My Word for 2019 would be intentionality.  

If you don’t do a Word of the Year, I’d like to challenge you to choose one for 2019. A 
focal word or theme that is personal to you, and one the Lord is laying on your heart. 
Over the past few years my words have included surrender, yielded, and health. While 
these are all still areas in my life where Jesus is working, selecting an annual word to 
pray over my life has helped to deepen my faith and sharpen my focus as I hone in on 
a particular area where I need Jesus to move. 

Church family… Where do you need Jesus to move? May the New Year be a year you 
seek and see His mighty hand at work in your life. Praying His blessings upon you! 

“But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is 
illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the 

dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Ephesians 5:13-14 

In His Love, 
Dr. Nichole Huff 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 



 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained by Stephen 
Leaders to offer high-quality, one-to-one Christian care to people 
going through tough times. At NUMC we have a great group ready to 
equip and empower those called to be Stephen Ministers. You can 
visit the Stephen Ministry website (STEPHENMINISTRIES.ORG) for 
detailed information about this care giving ministry. 

If you're interested in becoming a Stephen Minister or learning more 
about Stephen Ministry at NUMC, join us for lunch provided by the 
Stephen Ministry team on Sunday, Dec. 9 at 12:15pm. Call the 
church office to sign up at 459-7178.  

For most individuals, Christmas is a time of joy and wonder as we celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. For others, this season is a time of despair and 
hopelessness as the nights grow long with losses and burdens taking away joy and 
peace. Many struggle with sadness and grieve for loved ones. Others remember the 
loss of relationships, trust, jobs, health, faith, and joy. Yet, God offers to us His 
wonderful gift of light as we remember the humble birth of Jesus, the One who gives 
us peace, comfort, hope, and love.  

A Longest Night Service will be held in our Sanctuary on the night of the Winter 
Solstice, Friday, Dec. 21,, at 7:00pm Join us for this time of remembrance and renewal 
for those coping with loss, pain, or hurt. A memory table will be available in the 
Gathering Area for displaying small items. Childcare will be provided and light 
refreshments will be served after the service. Plan to attend this service of reflection 
and restoration in Him. Come and be blessed. 



 

A Time to Give 

Christmas is a tough time for many low-income 
families. Parents often lack the resources to provide 
gifts for their children. To help those in need, 
Peacemakers operates a Christmas Toy Store.  

Peacemakers is a Christian community development 
organization that believes wholeheartedly in the importance of collaboration, working 
with other community-based and faith-based organizations to further the impact of their 
services. We are excited to help with the Toy Store by joining with other churches in the 
area and donating new, unwrapped toys (with price tags still attached) to Peacemakers. 
Peacemakers will reprice the items at 80 percent off and send invitations to local low-
income families (based on school social worker and local agency referrals), and those 
families come to the “store” to shop on two days in December. There are also free 
wrapping stations so parents can wrap the gifts they have purchased. As a result, 
parents leave with presents for their children that they have carefully selected, 
purchased and wrapped. The small amount of revenue that is produced through the 
store goes directly back into other Peacemakers programming.  

We will be collecting toy donations in our Gathering Area through December 2. If you are 
interested in volunteering during the sale, contact nichole@nashvilleumc.net. You can 
learn more about Peacemakers and how to serve the under-resourced area of South 
Rocky Mount by empowering members of the community with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to lead successful and sustainable lives on their website: 
ROCKYMOUNTPEACEMAKERS.ORG.  

Christmas is a time when we remember our greatest gift—the gift of Jesus Christ. It’s a 
time of giving and showing others the love that Christ shows us every day. We have 
several ways you can give to those in need over Christmas. 

We are sponsoring children from La Estrella through 
our Angel Tree, which is located in the Gathering 
Area. When you select a tag, be sure to write it on the 
sign out sheet located beside the tree. Gifts are due 
back by Sunday, Dec. 16 and the Christmas 
Celebration at La Estrella will be on the 22nd. 

FAITH CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 
Faith Christian Ministries offers a time of free toy shopping to those in need. They have 
contacted our church asking for volunteers to help assist during shopping. If you are 
able to help one day from 10am-12pm or 12pm-2pm, contact the church office at 459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. 



 

Advent Events 

We’ll began a special Advent sermon series, Christ is Coming, on Nov. 25. Come learn 
how we bridge the gap between the first coming (Christmas) and Jesus’ second coming. 
If you miss a sermon, remember you can listen online at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET.  

Celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season at the Hanging of the Greens Service 
on Sunday Dec. 2  at 5:30pm. We will decorate our Sanctuary and learn the meaning 
behind our Christmas traditions. Stay afterwards for our UMM Spaghetti Supper. 

From a loveable ragamuffin group of characters comes a story guaranteed to put a 
smile on your face and a song in your heart. Come see performances by our King’s 
Kids on Dec. 2 at 10am or 4pm in Braswell Hall. 



 

 

Advent Events 

 

Ad- vent 
Ac-

What are you doing New Year’s Eve? This year, you have the chance to ring in the 
new year with The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! Bring in 2019 the right way with your 
church family in Braswell Hall on Dec. 31 at 6:30pm. We’ll have plenty of snacks,  
coffee, and hot cocoa. Children are welcome. 

The NUMC Chancel Choir will present, Darkness into Light, on Dec. 16 at the 11:00 
service. Come hear a musical storytelling of how Jesus became the light of the world. 

Join us for our Christmas Eve evening services on Monday, Dec. 24. We’ll have a  
family friendly service at 5:00pm in Braswell Hall and our traditional service at 8:00pm 
in the Sanctuary.   



Children’s Christmas Play: You don’t want to miss our children’s play this year, Straight 
Outta Bethlehem! Come see how a loveably ragamuffin group of characters share the story 
of Christmas. It’s guaranteed to put a smile on your face and a song in your heart! 
Performances are Sunday, Dec. 2 at 10am and 4pm in Braswell Hall. 

Hanging of the Greens: Celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season with the  
Hanging of the Greens Service on Sunday Dec. 2  at 5:30pm in the sanctuary. Stay 
afterwards for our Spaghetti Supper & Fellowship provided by our Methodist Men.  

Peacemakers Toy Drive: Christmas can be a tough time for many low-income families. To 
help, we are collecting new, unwrapped toys for children of all ages for the Peacemakers 
Christmas Toy Store. Parents served by this ministry can then personally select, buy and 
wrap presents for their children at significantly reduced prices. Donations will be collected 
in our Gathering Area through Dec. 2.  

Stephen Ministry Lunch and Learn: Stephen Ministry is God's people caring for God's 
people! If you're interested in becoming a Stephen Minister or learning more about 
Stephen Ministry, join us for Lunch provide by the Stephen Ministry team on Sunday, Dec. 
9 at 12:15pm. Call church office to sign up at 459-7178  

Weekday School Christmas Program:  Everyone is invited to the Weekday School 
Children’s Christmas Program on Wednesday, Dec. 12 at 7pm in Braswell Hall. A reception 
with cookies and punch will follow in Cockrell Hall. Support our WDS by helping supply 
cookies. Sign up in the Gathering Area or call Denise Calloway 459-7636. 

Christmas Cantata:  The NUMC Chancel Choir will present a Christmas Cantata, 
Darkness into Light, on Dec. 16 at the 11:00 traditional service. Jesus came into the world 
to bring life and light to all mankind. This remarkable story is powerfully conveyed through 
beloved carols, expressive new melodies, and scripture-based narrative. Come hear our 
choir sing your favorite hymns and some new ones! 

Angel Tree: We are sponsoring children from La Estrella through our Angel Tree, which is 
located in the Gathering Area. When you select a tag, be sure to write it on the sign out 
sheet located beside the tree. Gifts are due back by Sunday, Dec. 16 and the Christmas 
Celebration at La Estrella will be on Dec. 22. 

Shopping Partners: Faith Christian Ministries offers a time of free toy shopping to those in 
need. They have contacted our church asking for volunteers to help assist during shopping. 
If you are able to help one day from 10am-12pm or 12pm-2pm, contact the church office at 
459-7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. 

Longest Night Service: A Longest Night Service will be held in our Sanctuary on the night 
of the Winter Solstice, Friday, Dec. 21 at 7:00 p.m. Join us for this time of remembrance 
and renewal for those coping with loss, pain, or hurt.   

Photography: The NUMC Media Team is always looking for pictures to post on social 
media. If you have pictures of church events, send them to Dana at info@nashvilleumc.net. 

 

Events 



ASP Sponsorships:  Everyone can support our 2019 ASP team through tax  
deductible sponsorships. Gifts can be made through the church offering, online by visiting 
the NUMC website www.NashvilleUMC.net/worship#give or mailed to NUMC, PO Box 86, 
Nashville, NC  27856. With a sponsorship of $50 or more you will receive a 2019 t-shirt. 
Just indicate your t-shirt size with your donation. If you have any questions about ASP 
contact Lewis Smith at eatsmoke4u@gmail.com or 252-903-9848. 

Staff Love Offering: Christmas is a time to show appreciation to our church staff. 
The Staff-Parish Relations Team asks that you consider showing your love and  
support of the staff by contributing to a love offering. Please designate your donation to 
“Staff Christmas Love Offering” and submit by Dec. 16. 

Methodist Men's Breakfast: Our UMM Breakfast will be on Sunday, Dec. 9 at 7:30am in 
Cockrell Hall. All men are invited for great food, fellowship, and a short meeting to 
discuss upcoming ministry events.  

Men's Bible Study: Our men have a Bible Study every Tuesday at 8:30am in the Bus 
Garage. This study includes men from several other churches in our area. Come study 
God's word with others who are growing in their faith.  

Prayers with the Pastor: Join our Prayer Warriors every Tuesday morning at 7am in the 
Parlor as we pray for those in our congregation and community. 

Prayer Watch: Join with others at NUMC if you desire to pray for the church, our  
nation, government, and individual needs. Come monthly on the fourth Friday at 6pm 
upstairs in the War Room. Contact Marilyn Poll (252-452-3006) with any questions. 

Food Bank: We support Faith Christian Ministries with our communion offerings and food 
donations. Bring non-perishable food to the donation basket in the Gathering Area. 

 

 

 

 

prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

stay connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 

Events 
 

Events 



Do You Have an  
Upcoming Event? 

Schedule events using the Church 
Event Form in the workroom or 
online at NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 

Additions to the bulletin should be 
sent to the church office by Mondays 
at noon. Newsletter deadline is the 
10th.  
You can also find finance guidelines, 
bus reservation information, and 
more—all  on the RESOURCES 
webpage. 

Attendance 
2018 YTD Average Attendance 

8:30 Praise & Worship: 272 
11:00 Praise & Worship: 105 

Traditional: 83 
Thursday Nights: 37 

Sunday Night Youth Worship: 50 

Average of all Services: 462 
Includes combined and special services. 

 

Facts & Figures 



Weekly Events Special Dates 
Sundays 
  8:30am Praise & Worship Service 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Service 

11:00am Praise & Worship Service 

Children & Youth: 
See your leader e-mails  
for Christmas schedules. 

  6:00pm Ralph’s Small Group : Parlor 

Monday 
  7:00am WICK Emmaus : Hardee’s  

  7:00pm Bells of Praise : Handbell Room 

Tuesday 
  7:00am Prayers with the Pastor : Parlor 

  8:30am Men’s Bible Study : Bus Garage 

  6:30pm Disciple IV : Library 

  6:30pm Mom’s Study : Church Office 
 (1st & 3rd Tuesday only) 

  7:00pm Cultures in Conflict : B103 

  7:00pm Praise & Worship Band Practice  

  7:00pm AA : Bus Garage 

  8:00pm NarAnon : Basement 

Wednesday 

  6:15am Youth Bible Study : Sheetz 

  3:00pm NES Mentoring : Cockrell Hall 

  6:30pm Begin Band Group : Parlor 

  6:30pm Choir Practice  

  7:00pm Worship Team Practice  

  8:00pm NA : Bus Garage 

Thursday 
  6:30pm Thursday Praise & Worship 
 Braswell Hall 

Saturday 
10:00am La Estrella Ministry 
 4118 W Hwy 97,Stanhope 

Team Meetings: 

Dec. 5 Administrative Chair Bkfst 
 6am : Oak Level Café 

Dec. 9 Stephen Ministers 
 5pm : Library  

Dec. 12 Trustees, 7pm : A205 

Dec. 18 Finance, 7pm : Parlor   

 WDS Meeting, 6pm: Chapel 

Dec. 1 - Children’s Play Dress Rehearsal 
 10am : Braswell Hall 
Dec. 2 Children’s Christmas Play 
 10am & 4pm : Braswell Hall 
 Hanging of the Greens 
 5:30pm : Sanctuary 
 Spaghetti Supper 
 6:15pm : Braswell Hall 
Dec. 3 & 6 Compassion Café 
 11am : Bus Garage 
Dec. 7 Men’s Bible Class Christmas Party  
 6:30pm : Cockrell Hall 
Dec. 9 Methodist Men’s Breakfast 
 7:30am : Cockrell Hall 
 Stephen Ministry Info Lunch 
 12:15pm : Cockrell Hall 
 Youth Christmas Parties 
Dec. 12 Weekday School Program 
 7pm : Braswell Hall 
Dec. 16 Angel Tree Gifts Due 
 Cantata, 11am : Sanctuary 
 YouthPAC Caroling & Shopping 
 2:30pm (meet in Gathering Area) 
 Gingerbread Party 
 4pm : Cockrell Hall 
Dec. 21 Longest Night Service 
 7pm : Sanctuary 
Dec. 24 & 25  Office Closed for Christmas! 
Dec. 28 Prayer Watch 
 6pm : Braswell Hall 
Dec. 31 Watch Night Service 
 6:30pm : Braswell Hall 
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